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HE Apoſtle Peter 
— to give an 
that aſeeth ur a Rea 
| Hove that is in us, wit 
and Fear, And if this is to be our 
towards every one, much more are 5 
to behave thus to thoſe who are Overſeers of 
the Church of God, and conſequently are inveſt- 
ed with an Authority to require an Anſwer at 
our Hands. wich this 
A Defire of com Apoſtoli- 
cal Inju ar wa 


calld Methedi/ts in gy 
ticular, have been for ſome Weeks printed in a 


tion, and handed about and 1 
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far as I am acquainted with them, is the pre- 
o_ and my Friends. 2 
ther it be not the Intereſt of the 22> af 
tion to encourage 

let them alone? Gallo on | 
thought it his Wiſdom to act thus. — For 
6 when the Jews made Inſurrefion with one 
„Accord againſt Paul, and brought him to the 


«« Fudgment-Seat, ſaying, this Fellow perfuad-  - i 
” 23 7 Ol haters tote Low, | | 
© be ſaid unto the Jews, if it were a. matter 4% 

CY or wicked Lewdneſs? O ye Jews, 

* reaſon would that I ſhould bear with you. — 1 
© But if it be a queſtion of Wards and Names, 1 
| * andof Law, hook ye to it, for I will 19 


Fudge of ſuch Matters.” — Nay, he 
„ ing of their Motion, 
that he due them from the Judgment -Seat. 


My Lords, 1 know of no Cwil Law that 
we have broken, and therefore have not in- 
curred the 
If your Lordſhy 
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Lordſhips ver —_  — 


4003 
— in any * Barn, Street or Out- 


It is true one of two of 
— and p were bred Diſſenters, had been 


the Houſes where the Methodiſts meet, 
have, without my Knowledge, been licenſed 
ker, _—_—— 

is miſtaken in Para (as 
well 22. Title-pag — +; his 
Pamphlet) wherein he A that it does 
t not appear that any of the Preachers among 
* the Methodiſts have qualified themſelves 
* and the Places (it would have been better 
" kf if he had faid, 
—— the Places) of their aſſem- 
bling, according to the Act of Toleration; 
hs r 
te the Worſhip of God, that before were un- 
„ lawful.— 
little more Care to inform himſelf before 


he publiſhed the Pamphlet.— He would not 


then have been guilty of ſo egregious 
Msſftakes, or without Cauſe whe 4, the 


Innocent, as he hath done. However, in the 
general, he is right, —for, as yet, we Tee no 
fufhcient Reaſon to leave the Church of Eng- 


land, and turn Difſenters;—neither will we do 


it till we are thruſt our. When a Ship is leaty, 


Erol that value the Cargo, will not 
it to ſink, but rather continue | in it ſo 


long 


my Friends, who 


and preached in licenſed Places before 
intance with them, and one or two 


themſelves 


with the Author had taken a 


are intended . to fi 


(11) 


] as they can, 
8 leave . . Fa 
make the Application. 

But whether the Methodiſts are Church- 
men or Diſſenters, the Acts of King Charles 
II. referred to, Pag. 3. Parag. 1. and Pag. 
4. 1 make nothing againſt them, 

prove the Methodiſts to be 
nnn by their being 
Field- Preachers. And what the Author fo 


peremptorily affirms, Pag. 4. Parag. z. (and 


which, by the way, is one of the few Additions 


made in this which was not in the laſt Edition) 
is falſe For he ſays, that ** it has not 


* been , that a wo mn Aol = of 
* any Denomination whatever, thought 
* himſelf warranted, under the Act of Tolera- 


| © tion, to preach in Fields or Streets. It 


may not, indeed, be known to the Author; 
but I know, my Lords, two of the moſt emi- 
nent among the diſſenting Miniſters, who have 
thought themſelves warranted, if not = 
of Toleration, yet by the Laws of the 

preach out of Doors; and accordingly, er Jad 
the Houſe would not contain the'People, have 
N L n near the 


. —My Lords, T have been 


Py 'of King Charlesl. where- 
in the Word Heid is mentioned, and find they 


LESS 
y emedies a growing 

Ms ous Practices of Ef ons Sectaries, 

SY « and 


* 


it and other di ona Perſons, who, under Pre- 
tene of fender Canſciences, have, or may, 
ce at their Meetings, contrive Inſurrettions (as 
« [ate ence hath ſhewn)” Theſe, my 


taries, diſlozal Perſons, who, under Pretence of 
tender ee foe or may cuntrive In- 
| Has any late , my 
, Sy this? No, my and I 
hape no future Experience ever will. -How then 
J can your r with 2 ſaſe Conſcience, 
© | ' Number of Mir. Owen, in e— 3 as. may be 


not, been publiſh 
Mr. Ouen the Prin 
he has taken care in the Title-page, 
a e eee Bos: 

At comes into pub- 


(13) 
« thro' all the Provfions and Reftraints, nei- 
e ther regarding the Penalties of the Laus, 
e which ſtand in full Force againſt them, nor 
* embracing the Protection which the Act of 
© Toleration might give them, in caſe they 
cc complied with the Conditions of it” --How 
can 


« an 


Defiance to Government, it is hard 
to fay what is?” May I not more juſtly 
fay, 18 is be not an open Defamation, and 
2 of all Rules of Charity, it is 

d to ſay what is? Might he not as well tax 
the Methodiſts with High Treaſon ?---Father, 


= —————— 
Charge! 


Tho the Reign, my Lords, of K. Charles Il. 
wherein the Acts before referred to were made, 


„ N qprgge. 


know the — al of Made and Pen; how 


aſter the Jury had been confined fo long, they 
brought chem in guilty only of ſpeaking in 
8 if Nalers met 
W much Lenity under the Reign of 
Charles, what of King 


Members of the (Burch of Ea gland, nay, Pro- 
tone Difancing Teachers olds, under 
the more r 
Majeſty gor ge, 222 


formed, es 1 * there ſhall be no Perſe- 


© ſas in l * —— 4 
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add, and if this be not : 


in Fields 
and elſewhere may not the loyal Miniſters and 


his preſent 


(14) 
n 22 
tender never be permitted 
kb Throne Fo this T believe 
diſts will y By, Avex, and Amen. 
That the in , are Mem- 
bers of the eftabB9'd Church, the Author of 
the Pamphlet himſelf conſeſſes— For, Pag. 4. 
Parag. 4. after he has, without Proof, charged 
them with open Inroads upon the Na- 
tional Conſtitution; he adds, that theſe Teach- 
« ers and their Followers affect to be thought 
Members of the National Church.” —And his 
following Words prove that they not only affet? 
it, but are Members of the eſtabliſhed Church 
in reality.— For, fays he, and do accord- 
4 ingly join in Communion with it.— —And it 
appears, Parag. 6. that ſome of the Methodiſts 
communicate every Lord 5-Day.---What better 
Proof can they give of their being Members of 
the Church of England? It would be well if 
all her Members gave a like Proof. —But then, 
ſays our Author, Pag. 4. Parag. 4. they do 
= in a Manner that is very , and 
55 Eid down in the 
ubrick before the Communion, Which is 
<< eſtabliſhed by the Act of Uniformity.— 
(Here.is another Correftion in this new Edition.” 
I the Co y that I read, it was contrary to the' 
| down in our great Rule, the Aft 
of Uniformity.- I ata gfad the Author found 
out his Miſtake, in putting the A of Unifor- 
mity for the Rubrich,—Fhoge the ner —_ 
5: w 


opiſh Pre- 
* the Eng- 
the Metho- 


( 15) 
will come out more correct ſtill.) — This Ru- 
brick, fays he, directs as follows. Pag. 4. 
Parag. 4. 80 many as intend to be Partakers 
© of the holy Communion, ſhall fignify their 


% Names to the Curate, at leaſt, ſome time the 


« Day before.” —And, for not doing this, the 

* new Seck of Methodiſts, Parag. 5. Pag. 6. 
is charg d not only with breaking . but 

* notoriouſly deſpiſing theſe wholeſome Rules.” - 


But how unjuſt is ſuch a Charge? When I 


read it, it put me in mind of what the poor 
perſecuted Officers of the Children of Iſrael 
aid to Pharaoh, Exod. v. 15, 16. Wherefore 
dealeſt thou thus with thy Servants? There is no 
Straw given unto thy Servants. They ſay unto 
us, Make Brick, and behold thy Servants are 
beaten, but the Fault is in thy own P 
For, myLords, is it not the Bu 
73 to fe this Rubeick put in Execution ? And 
the Duty of the Church-Wardens, according 
to the 28th Canon, quoted by our Author, 
Pag. 5. Parag. 4. * to mark whether any Sran- 


„ gers come often, and commonly from of 
2 Pariſhes fo hoes Churches, and to ſhew t, 


«© Miniſters of them.” —But, my Lords, where 


is this Rubrick yy ings or. infiſted 
on by the Ministers or Church-Wardens thro' 


England, Ireland, Wales, or his Majeſty's Town 


of Berwick upon Tweed, except now and then 
when 


they entertain a Grudge againſt ſame parti- 
: cularMcthodiſts? Theſe my „ 


of the Cler- 
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(17) 
« the Sacrament is adminiſter d every Lord's- 
« day, having firſt ſignified their Names to 
te the Miniſter, as the Rubrick directs. 
This, I believe, they will readily comply 
with.--For I cannot think with this Author (in 
the ſame Paragraph,) that the Reaſon of their 
coming in ſuch Numbers is, that they may 
have the vain Pleaſure of ering together in 
a Body, and as à diftinf# Sect.— We would 
rather, according to the Rules of that Charity 
which hopeth all things for the beſt, — 
that they come together in ſuch 

animate and encourage one another. - 
neck, 1 remember, in his Account of the pri- 
mitive Chriſtians, remarks, that where you 
_ « {aw one Chriſtian, you might generally ſee 
«© more.” And is is rot delightful, my Lords, 

to behold a Communion Table — Do 
not fuch as complain Sn 
of the Spirit of thoſe Phariſees, who were an- 
gry when ſo many People brought their Sick 
to be healed by our Lord Jeſus on the Sabbath- 
day? For I cannot think the Miniſters com- 
of this only on account of their being 
e put under the Difficulty (Parag. 5. 
« Pag. 6.) cher of rejatilng ance Nintlers | 
5 or adminiſtering the 
* Sacrament to great Numbers, of whom 
© they have no Knowledge,” becauſe it is 
too notorious that Hundreds receive the bleſ- 
ſed Sacrament, both in London and other Places, 
where there are __ CO, whom the 
Mi- 


(18) 
Miniſter knows litle or nothing at all about | 
takes no pains to enquire Oh that 
rn 


to approve themſelves 
ing, as much as in 


1 1 were 1 4 put under 
„ Hardſhip of not having Time for neceſſary 


| — © their Bell 3 is their 


Shame, ibo mind earthly Things.---But I need 
not mention this, becaiſe the Author himſelf 
ſeems aſhamed of it. | 
And indeed this, as well as the other Ob- 
F 
the Acts referred to as 

ment, that the - 4 


. e 
thor, e = 
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* « — would be * 


Have not the Members of 
cities Liberty to enter into a like privat 
greement among themſelves ? Have the 
« Members of the London Societies behaved 
edith Modeſty and Decency, without any Vio- 
lation of publick Order and Regularity ? ” 
So have ours, my Lords, as all muſt confeſs 
who have been preſent when our Societies met. 
And therefore, my Lords, if theſe London 
Societies, as our Author ſays, Parag. 8. Pag. 8. 
have received no Diſcouragements, but, on the 
e 
Biſhops , Why do not 

. s meet with S8 
Are they not as loyal Subjects? If the one 
read a Prayer, may not the other pray extem- 
fore? Does any Law of God or Man forbid 
i? If the one meet in a Yeftry, or private 
Houſe, may not the other meet in a Foundery 
or Tabernacle? Are not your ip 


4 15 
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travagancies, was 

well as ours; 2 for 3 
Ends, and I believe in the very ſame Spirit as 
the Methodiſts now do. --- For a Proof of this, 
I would refer the Author to Dr. Woodward's Ac- 


* 
I confider'd how Mind the Author of this Pam- 


drefors of the erſen 
Words of the firſt Part) as 


; given Senifies to thicWay of preaching? 
Was not the beſt Sermon that was ever preach'd 
delivered on a Mount ? Did nat our Glorious 


Ki. 0 
. + AE _ £ 
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&c? Did not the Apoſtles after his | 
in Schools, Publick Markets, and fuch 
_ Places 8 and Concourſe ? And 
better Examples? If it be 
ad e World as then Heake,” 
anſwer, and am perſuaded Lordſhips 
agree with me in this, this Hobo: 6s Thou- 
fands and Ten Thouſands in his Majeſty's Do- 
minions, as of true and undefiled Re- 
ligion, as ever the Heatbens were? And are 
not Perſons who dare venture out, and ſhew 
ſuch poor Souls the way to real 
Friends both to Church and State ? And why A 
. 
to in to ſuppreſs them? 
1 encouraged by ſeveral of the Right 
| Reverend the Biſhops, which is manifeſtly 
— fre that ? I would humbly , 


alk. your Lordſhips, w it would not be 


Lor 
— —_—_— dſhips Characters, to 


your C 
= Cock.fighting, and fuch like, than to move 
the Government thoſe, who. out of 
Love to God and Souls put their Lives 

in their Hand unto ſuch Revellers, 
+ Repentance towards God, and Faith towards 
our Lord Jes? What if the Methodiſts, by Pub- 
lick Advert, s do invite the 11 
Sr 


we Sy 
Apoſtle. Tudo rapiun 

deſcendimus in Gehennam, Ge « one 
of the F --- And therefore Lords, 
| we do advertiſe the Mall, and 


oe wt the toe Rader fad his 
ous Blood, as well as the Great and 
Thefe, my Lords, are the Publicans ad 
HER Tin cos ftw the Ki of 
Heaven, whilſt Self-righteous formal Pro- 


feſſors reje& it. To ſhew ſuch poor 
ners the way n 
Power of Chriſt's R ion, and 
them as Firebrands out the 1 
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red when a the Gra tions 

knows that the General/ity of the .Clexyy 
8 — break both Canon and R. 
briets, and that too in the moſt important 
Articles, ſuch as not CATECHISING, Pro- 
RALITIES, Noun-RESIDENCE, Cc. y 
themſelves : With what Face can he do it? 
Is not this like Nero's ſetting. Name. on Fire, 
and then charging it upon the Chriftlians? May 
not Phyſician heal thyfelf, be ne; re- 
torted on him? 

But I have done.—-I would not bring a 
railing Accufation againſt any.-- Neither om 
I, my Lords, when giving a Reaſon of the 
H that is in me, do it any otherways than 
WI  Meekneſs und Fear. --- I would therefore 
now proceed to anſwer the other Parts of the 
Pamphlet; but I ſhall reſerve that for another 
Letter, which; God willing, ſhall be publiſhed 
in a ſhort; Time. In the mean while, I 
humbly recommend this to the Divine Bleſſing 
and your Lordſhips Confiderations, and beg 
leave to ſubſcribe myſelf, my 1 
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